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21 April 1986

Mr. Leo Cherne
589 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y. 10017

Dear Leo:

I can't tell you how much I appreciated both your note
and your going to all the trouble to come to Washington
for the swearing in. One of the biggest debts I owe Bill
Casey over the last five years has been the opportunity
through him to get to know you. Your friendship and
respect mean a great deal to me.

Again, I deeply appreciate your coming from New York
for the ceremony.

Reqards,

Robert M. Gates
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Lo CHERNE
s80 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017

March 5, 1986

Mr. Robert M. Gates

Deputy Director for Intelligence
Room 7E44 - Headquarters

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Bob:

Though I have already verbally conveyed my extreme
pleasure when you told me of your upcoming appointment,
I feel compelled to express my feelings more formally.

In the five years since PFIAB was restored to existence,

there has not been a single occasion (and happily, there

have been a number of them) on which my relationship with
you has been other than thoughtful, generous and

totally cooperative.

But my feelings are greater than that. I cannot honestly
recall a single appointment made by the President

within this period of time which more excites my
admiration. The only hitch is that you will be

leaving two very sizeable responsibilities that are of
enormous importance and your shoes will not easily fit
someone else, though the wisdom of this move leads me

to believe that filling those responsibilities will be
done with comparable wisdom and skill.

My one hope is that as Deputy DCI the contact between
us does not diminish, and you can be certain that
wherever it is I can be helpful, I am eager to be.

I am in the process of going through a 50 year accumulation
of papers because the Research Institute will be moving

jts quarters a month from now. In the course of

doing so, I ran across testimony which the Pike

Committee requested that three of us give the last
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day of their hearings. Though no member of PFIAB

had previously, to my knowledge, testified, I was strongly
encouraged to do so. Since the Pike Committee was
disbanded by the Congress and no report filed, I don't
even know how I got this testimony.

Incidentally, Bill Colby spoke later that day for the
community. I think you will find my remarks interesting,
whether you altogether agree with my eccentricities or not.
With my congratulations and appreciati

Sincerely,

Leo Cherne
LC/cl
encl
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future, and can abide by the rules that we Amoricans set for that

service. . ' top being n seape-
Then, Mr. Chairnmii, T hope that the GTA ean stop bein
o:{:“f'(;,rzc‘ns:\linn, crented by its own critiques which were dong so

i : its procedures. T hope by that time, when wo got

- it can improve 3 ] .
:::nltﬂ!l)%c?\'o wi]ll not look hack on 1975 and marvel at the naivete (?.f the
Amoric’nns of 1975 as we now marvel at the naiveto of the Americans

’ i i ‘e I infelligence servics
190's. 1 beliove we will have a res ronsible infellig |
21futlhleblnlievo that all of us Americans wllllbe responsible about it.

T 1 ', Chairman.
(1711::::"1(“; (:lu'Ph,l[il,.” CTlmnk you, Mr. Colby, No ono wnn]ts mor:i tltn}n
1 do to proceed immediately with questioning. T will Olfl y s.sny..t Il n;
fairness to our other witnesses and because we have four \\l'illlcSS(‘.
scheduled today, and a quorumn call going on right now, we will con:
i with the presentation.
tm\‘\';imt is yonr]time schedule, Mr. Colby ¥
Mr. Corny. I am at your disposal, Mr.
Chairman Pixe.

Chairman.’
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what we nre going to do is hear the statemen
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aphy in that he
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’ - RESIDENT'S FOREIGE !
STATEMENT OF LEO CHERNE, MEMBER, P
AgVISORY BOARD; EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, RESEARCH INSTITUIE ;
oF AMERICA A ;
M. Csienxe. Thank you. L. L invifation
First of all, let me express my aprecintion in tnrn for the invita ki
{o address this seleet. commitice. When I received the request carl
this week, T was tokd that the representatives of both partics concuuo
in expressing the hope I might present some overview, some sense
the future nceds for intelligence.
#
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U will unavoidably repeat some things you know, but Tdo hape some
of my observations will be helpful to you in your most important un-
dervtaking,

First, let me salule this committee for the two main thrusts of its
investigation. Under your direction, Mr. Chairman, there has been
an cffort to determine whether our intelligence has heen nderuate for
the needs and dangers we have faced and whether we hate proceeded
to obtain the intcllizence wo require, with sullicient regard for the
rights of the individual and the obligations of law under the Con-
stitution.

Now, before I expand on those, with your indulgence, I think yon
aro entitled to something of my background against which to measure

.-some of iny observations.

I have been tho executive director of the Research Tnstitute of
America for nearly 40 years, That activity has sharpened whatever
capabilitics I have as an economist and political scientist. That. time
has been spent in good part in the stwdy of governmental institutinns
gathered in this city. I confess that at a time when it is fashionable
to derogate government, I have always had and continse to have a
passionate vespect for this most diflicult, overeriticized, underpaid,
and very undervalued activity. Iinclude this body as well as the exccu-
tive branch in that expression,

Chairman Pixe. Even if it hurts.

Mr. Cuenne. It does not hurt at all, Mr. Chairman,

Twenty-four years ago the distinguished theologian, Dr. Teinholl
Nicbuhr, uraed mo to succeed him as chairman of the International
Reseno Comunittee. I have since then occupied that post. That com-
mitteo was formed days after Ilitler camo to power for the purpose
of assisting tho democratic Jeaders and scholars of Germany whe
might havo to fleo that country. Since then, the IRC has assisted hun-
dreds of thousands of those who have fled IPascist, Communist, and
nondescript forms of totalitnrian jeopardy. ‘Those helped have fled the
Soviet Union aud the military government of Greece, Cnstro's Cuba,
and Duvalier’s ITaiti.

Wo nssist those who have been refugees from the Communist coun-
tries of central Jurope and those who safely veach Tong Kong. W2
hava resettled more than 100,000 Cubans in this conntry, and are help.
ing 18,000 of tho Vietnamese who are now in our miilst.

IFor more than 20 years I have been chairman of the exceutive com-
mitlee of Freedom Honse, an organizaion which was fonnded in 1910
v Willinm Allen White, David Dubinsky, Roy Wilkins, Wendell
Willkie, and others to advance the strnggle for freedom. Fhe present
chaivman is former Scnator Margaret Chase Sinith,

Now, just & couple of final personal notes which I do think are refe.
vant to this committee’s purposes. T have had the privileae, in ono
contoxt or another, to scrve cach President. since 1938, ISach of theso
occasions has involved an opposition to totalitarianism¥On one oe-
casion, I was told that I hmﬁ carncd the displeasure of the Direetor
of the I'BI. T bad made myself n determined nuisanee to Senator
Joseph McCarthy beginning 1 month alter ho entered the Senate
m 1947, and continued that opposition to the Senator until 1954 when
ho was censured,

0
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